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THE RISE OF NATIONALISM IN EUROPE 

Question 1. 

Describe any three steps taken by the French revolutionaries to create a sense of 

collective identity amongst the French people.  

Answer: 

• The first clear-cut expression of nationalism came with the French 

Revolution in 1789. In 1789, France was under the rule of an absolute 

monarch. 

• When the revolutionaries came to power in France, they were determined 

to create a new sense of unity and nationhood For this, they emphasized 

the concept of France being the father land (La Patrie) for all French 

people, who were from now on addressed as citizens (citoyen). They were 

given the tri-colour flag, the three colours representing liberty, equality and 

fraternity. 

French revolutionaries introduced various other measures such as: 

1. The Estate General was elected by the body of active citizens and renamed 

the National Assembly. 

2. New hymns were composed, oaths taken and martyrs commemorated all 

in the name of the nation. 

3. A centralized administrative system was put in place and it formulated 

uniform laws for all citizens within its territory. 

4. Internal customs, duties and dues were abolished and a uniform system of 
 



 weights and measures was adopted. 

5. Regional dialects were discouraged and French, as it was spoken and 

written in Paris, became the common language of the nation. 

6. They further declared that it was the mission and the destiny of the French 

nation to liberate the people of Europe from despotism and help them to 

become nations. 

Question 2. 

Describe any three economic hardships faced by Europe in the 1830s.  

Answer: 

Following are the causes of economic hardships in Europe during 1830s: 

1. Europe had come under the grip of large scale unemployment. In most of 

the countries there were more seekers of jobs than employment. Cities had 

become overcrowded and slums had emerged as population from the rural 

areas migrated to the cities. 

2. Small producers in towns were often faced with stiff competition from 

imports of cheap machine- made goods from England where 

industrialization was more advanced specially in the field of textile 

production. 

3. In those regions of Europe, where aristocracy still enjoyed power, peasants 

struggled under the burden of feudal dues and obligations. The rise of food 

prices and bad harvests added to the hardships of the peasants. 
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